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The fifth volume of the “Forensic Pathology Reviews”
series, which was founded in 2004, has just appeared which
shows that its concept and contents have found wide
acceptance in the scientific community. The editor, Profes-
sor Michael Tsokos, was appointed Director of the Institute
of Legal Medicine, Charité—Universitätsmedizin Berlin, in
2007 and is also the Head of the Berlin State Institute of
Forensic and Social Medicine. Once again, he has
succeeded in obtaining contributions from internationally
renowned experts.

The 14 articles of the new volume have been written by
authors from Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, the
USA, Singapore, and Germany. In this review, only the
titles of the individual chapters can be mentioned: Death
due to hypothermia (B. Madea et al.), Fatal falls from a
height (E.E. Türk), Biomechanical aspects of craniofacial
blunt force injury (J. Kieser et al.), Electrocution and the
autopsy (R. Wick and W. Byard), Central nervous system
alterations in alcohol abuse (A. Büttner and S. Weis),
Deaths following delirium (R. Gill), The role of myocardial
bridging in sudden cardiac death (M.J.P. Biggs et al.), Non-
traumatic intramuscular haemorrhages in deaths from a

natural cause (F. Schulz et al.), Forensic wound ballistics
(B. Karger), Identification of unknown victims at autopsy
(E.K. Simpson and R.W. Byard), Forensic implications of
tattooing (G.E. Cains and R.W. Byard), The roles of the
FBI profiler and the forensic pathologist in the investigation
of serial murder (T.S. Corey et al.), Forensic histopathology
(G. Lau and L.S. Hui), and Age estimation of live adoles-
cents and young adults (A. Schmeling et al.).

As in the preceding volumes of this series, the con-
tributions are all written in English. At the beginning of
each text, a concise abstract is given and detailed references
at the end provide useful information for further reading on
the subject. The articles dealing with morphological aspects
comprise numerous instructive illustrations. As the other
books of the series, volume 5 of “Forensic Pathology
Reviews” succeeds again to present the latest developments
in important current fields of classical forensic medicine.
The new publication can be recommended without any
reservations to all scientists and professionals working in
this field.
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